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Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


28 May 1998 

Secretary for Internal Affairs 

Not Applicable 

Punishment Room 

Not Stated 

Not Stated 

Not Stated 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Video Recording VHS/PAL 

Not Stated 

English 


Components of film originally examined: 
Feature: Punishment Room 


Trailers: 


Copyright Warning Notice 
Age Restriction Notice 
Age Disclaimer Notice 


Running time: 
Running time: 


Total Running time: 


27.01 

0.06 

0.14 

0.07 


27.28 


Excision/Alteration: 


Not Applicable. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable.’ 

Classification Decision: 
Objectionable. 
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Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 


Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The classification of the video recording entitled Punishment Room has been 
reclassified and is altered. It is now classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The Classification Office is of the opinion that the availability of the video recording is 
likely to be injurious to the public good because it promotes and supports the 
exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes. 

The feature appears to be in the form of a fetishistic role play involving two women. 
One of the women adopts the role of a teacher and the other, her pupil. The nature of 
the relationship is reinforced by the presence of the pupil who is dressed in a school 
uniform and a series of lectures that are delivered by the teacher which deal with a 
range of misdemeanours resulting from behaviour at the school. The viewer is 
therefore clearly invited to regard the pupil as being of school age. The pupil is hit 
across her naked buttocks by either the teacher’s hand or a paddle, cane, or leather 
strap. 

The sexualised nature of the punishment is reinforced by the focus on the pupil's 
reddened buttocks, the adjustment of her clothing by the teacher, the occasional focus 
on her genitals and the deliberate, prominent display of her buttocks. The video 
recording promotes and supports the exploitation of young persons for sexual 
purposes by presenting these sexualised images of a school girl within the context of a 
video recording that is intended to sexually titillate a male audience. 

In reaching this decision the Classification Office has expressly taken into 
consideration the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). Section 3(2) of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 takes precedence over si4 of 
the NZBR Act and so no further consideration needs to be given to si4. 
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